CONTENTS

Volume 2 Number 1

FEATURES
6

15

Commentary on conservation

of "Sokatra," the
radiated tortoise (Geochelone radiata) of Madagascar
Ronald A. Nussbaum and Christopher J. Raxworthy

Extinction and extinction vulnerability of amphibians

and

reptiles in

Christopher

24

Madagascar

Raxworthy and Ronald

J.

New data on the

A.

Nussbaum

and biology of
the New Caledonian giant geckos (Squamata:
Diplodactylidae: Rhacodactylus spp.)
Aaron M. Bauer and Ross A. Sadlier
distribution, status,

DEPARTMENTS
EDITORIAL
4

Words from

the editor

Cover

Craig Hassapakis

Standing's day gecko Phelsuma standing!, at Zombitsy Forest, Southwest
Madagascar. This species is restricted
to deciduous dry forest, a habitat that is
declining due to clearing for cattle grazing and agriculture. Uncontrolled grassland fires which, every year, burn the forest edge have scorched the tree stump.
These day geckos have also had dramatic population declines due to overcollecting for the pet trade in some areas of its limited distribution. Photo: C. J.

Authors

COLUMN— HERPETOFAUNA AND HUMANITY
30

The United States

role in the international live

reptile trade
Craig M. Hoover

BOOK REVIEWS
32

Lizards of the Caribbean: ecology, evolution and
plate tectonics
Review by Brian A. Maurer

Raxworthv.

NEWS AND NOTES
33

World news

Background screen photograph (see in color on
page 18): Some of the last known surviving Mantella

Announcements
34

Meetings
Websites

New

bernhardi forest habitat cleared for cultivation between
1993-4. Photo:

C. J.

Raxworthv.

literature

Literature

Books and

literature received

THE LAST PAGE
35

Glossary
Abbreviation usage
Errata

Acknowledgments
Dedication
Scope: Amphibian and Repi He Conservation (ISSN: 1083-446X) [ARC] and the accompanying online edition (ISSN: 1525-9153) is a popularly accessible, peer-reviewed scientific journal of international
scope, which is devoted to the worldwide preservation and management of amphibian and reptilian diversity Online edition: The full-text online edition is available to subscribers FREE-OF-CHARGE as
PDF (Portable Document Format) files through ingenta at: www.ingenta.com. The online edition may van slightly from the print edition due to our reducing file sizes for efficient downloading over the Internet.
Some background screens (photographs) are removed which are deemed not essential to the content of the article(s). There is also some loss of clarity to photographs in reducing article file sizes to a minimum.
If clarin of photos is a problem, the print edition of the journal should be consulted. Audience: ARC is intended for a wide readership from nonprofessional to professional herpetologists. the general public,
and scientists. Frequency: ARC publishes two issues per year (semi-annually). Focus: ARC concentrates on publishing timely information in the form of feature articles, original papers and data, reviews.
reports, short communications, columns, commentaries, book reviews, editorials, and news and notes. Distribution: ARC is distributed worldw ide by subscription as well as quality newsstands, bookstores,
and select vendors. Delivery is guaranteed. ARC is also available as pay-for-view full-text articles online with ingenta. Included and available online at ingenta are full abstracts and complete bibliographic
entries. Much of this same material plus more, such as FREE sample article(s). are available at the ARC website (www.herpetofa.una.com). Publisher: Craig Hassapakis. Amphibian and Reptile Conservation.
2525 Iowa Avenue. Modesto. California 95358-9467. USA. Fax: (509) 695-8747: email: publisher's herpetofauna.com: website: www.herpetofauna.com. Postmaster: Please send change of address to ARC
eight weeks prior to move. Copyright: All contents copyright
2000 Amphibian and Reptile Conservation. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior permission. Photocopying: ARC authorizes photocopying for internal or personal
use provided the appropriate fee is paid directly to the Copyright Clearance Center. Inc., 222 Rosewood Drive. Danvers. Massachusetts 01923-4599. USA. Tel: (978) 750-8400: fax: (978) 750-4470: website:
www.copyright.com; email: info a copyright.com Communications: It is recommended that all correspondence be conducted via email: ARC"a herpetofauna.com whenever possible. All other types of
correspondence should be directed to ARC using the contact information above under publisher. Subscriptions: All subscribers receive four consecutively distributed issues with a minimum of two copies
per year. Categories: Subscription rate categories are individual United States (US)S20 and institutional S40 (includes postage). All subscriptions outside the US include S7 for shipping and handling to regular
subscription rate (non-US rate: individual S27 and institutional S47). Single Issue Purchase: Subscriptions to the journal are encouraged to reduce shipping costs and paper work but some may wish to purchase
single issues as they become available. The cost for single copies is USS5.95 plus two dollars shipping within the United States. Outside the US please inquire about shipping costs. Pay-for-vtew method of
securing articles online is available through ingenta at www.ingenta.com. Article price charge is S8 except for larger titles, which increase in price. Further pricing information available at ingenta. Back
issues: Individual copies are available from the publisher for S12 each (Note: Volume 1. Number 1 is out-of-print). Facsimiles (photocopies) are available for S10 each once issues are out-of-print. Copies
of individual articles can be purchased for S8 each except for articles covering an entire issue and these sell for the regular single-issue price. Donations: Contributions for the journal are gladly accepted.
These specific resources are used to further the conservation of amphibians and reptiles with the goals of the journal. Categories include: Friends of ARC S40. Supporting S60. Contributing S 1 00. Patron
S250. Sustaining S500. and Founder (includes lifetime subscription to ARC) SI. 000. All other contributors, excluding Founders, receive four consecutively distributed issues. Payment: All journal orders
must be paid in US currency drawn on a US bank (credit card, check, or international money order). Credit card payment: Cards accepted are Visa. Mastercard, Discover, and American Express. Website:
www.herpetofauna.com. Production: Manufactured and printed in the United States of America using recycled paper (containing 10% post consumed fiber) and soy based inks.
.

©This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO Z39 48-1 992 {Reconfirmed 1 997) [American National Standard for Permanence of Pa per for Publications and Documents in Libraries and Archives].
Indexed by BIOSIS Previews (includes Biological Abstracts) [www.biosis.orgi; EBSCO Online (wivw-us.ebsa3.com/oaline); ingenta (mm mgeniat
Online Services (www.mmerva.ca); Online Computer Library Center FirstSearch (mvw.oclc.org/firstsearch); RoweCom Information Quest (www.etq.ee

