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The polkadot tree

frog {Hyla punctata) is
inhabitant of the largest
South American ecosystem, the
Amazon, and it is also found within the
borders of Venezuela. It dwells in both
primary and secondary humid forests
and is common in marshy areas along
river borders, lakes, and flooded
grasslands of lowland South America
from Venezuela and Trinidad south to
the Paraguayan Chaco, east of the
Andes mountains. This treefrog
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becomes almost entirely red at night.
Their diet consists of small invertebrates. Photo kindly provided by Gail
Shumway.
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Background screen photograph (see in color on page 69): A
view of the inside of San Eusebio cloud forest, in the Venezuelan
Andes. Tree ferns and bromelids are characteristics. Venezuela,
Merida. Photo: Jaime E. Pefaur.
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