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This painting shows a young Duméril’s Monitor (Varanus dumerilii) creeping through the foliage on the floor of a Bornean Kerangas forest. This 
interesting community is characterized by heavily leached soils, a density of small trees and a flora that is homogeneous by tropical standards. 
Among the plant groups commonly represented are the orchids and pitcher plants. Duméril’s Monitors occur near rivers in various types of forest 
from southern Burma through the Malaysian Peninsula, Borneo and Sumatra. The hatchlings, like the one shown, are well-known for their strik-
ing coloration. It has been suggested that the colors, which begin to fade at the age of six weeks, mimic the dangerously venomous Red-headed 
Krait (Bungarus flaviceps), which shares its range. Duméril’s Monitors are of modest size, usually not attaining a length much more than four 
feet. They feed on crabs, snails, and other animals. Cover art work Carel Brest van Kempen.
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